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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being focsimile uansmitied to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office to Examiner Miranda Le, Art Unit 2177, Facsimil^o. 703 746-8683 on January 30, 2004. 

Laura £. Blacker ^ 
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Art Unit 2L77 

United Statps Patent and Trademark Office 
ViaFacsinmle (703) 746-8683 

PROPOSED AGENDA FOR INTERVIEW 
Not for OflFicial Filing 



Applicant has requested an interview with the Examiner to discuss the Office Action 
Issued on September 25, 2003. Due to the complexity and subtlety of the subject matter at issue. 
Applicant believe.^ that an interactive discussion will be helpful to moving the case forward. The 
interview has not yet been scheduled but the Examiner has agreed to contact the Applicant*s 
attorney with a proposed time after checking her schedule, as well as the Primary Examiner's 
schedule. Applicant is prepared to conduct a telephone interview or an in-person interview, at 
the Examiner's option. 

At the Examiner's request. Applicant is submitting this proposed agenda to outline the 
copies to be discussed at the interview. Applicant is not submitting a proposed amendment 
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AppUcationNo, 10/027,195 

Proposed Agenda for Interview - Not for Official Filing 

because Applicant is seeking clarification of the rejection stated in the Office Action and an 
opportunity to discuss the prior art which is not believed to teach or suggest the presently 
claimed invention. Focusing on claim 1 , Applicant would like to discuss the following points; 



o Which elements in Wical specifically are believed by the Examiner to correspond to the 
claimed "items " ^'properties," and "distance function." This correspondence is not specified 
in the Office Action and it is ambiguous because Wical refers to many interrelated abstract 
concepts in the cited portions, such as "terms," ''query terms " "groupings of terms," 
"topics," "themes " *'theme sets," "category." "subcategory," "associations" and 
"documents." Applicant seeks to confirm that the rejection is being interpreted correctly. 

o Where Wical describes "the distance function determines a distance between the query and 
an item in the collection based on the number of items in the collection that are associated 
with all of the properties in the intersection of the first set of properties and die set of 
properties for the item," as set forth on page 5 of the Office Action. Applicant has reviewed 
the cited portions of the Wical specification but does not believe that it discusses determining 
"a distance between the query and an item in the collection" as claimed. 

o The number of documents having a common set of properties is not believed to be used as a 
distance measure between documents in Wical at all, let alone as described and claimed in 
the present application. 

o To the extent the rejection stated in the Office Action relies on treating "properties" and 
"items" as being interchangeable. Applicant wishes to explain why this is not correct. 

Applicant is appreciative of the Examiner's efforts to make herself available for the 



interview. 
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Fax: (617) 526-6000 



Respectfully submitted. 




AvTa^. Lari 
Ra^stradon No. 43,739 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Re: U,S. Patent Application No. 1 0/027.1 95 filed 12/20/2001 

Title* '^^^ System for Similarity Search and Clustering 

First Inventor Junkelang 

Examiner Miranda Le Group Art Unit: 21 77 

Attomey Docket No.: 1 09878-1 25 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1,8 



I hereby cerHiy that this comespondence is being fecsimile transmitted to the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office to: 

703 746-8683 



on. 



01/30/2004 



Date 



^ Signaiure 



Laura E. Blacker 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have Its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 
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